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LIEUTENANT DUN: The date is January 15, 
2002. The time is 1540 hours. My name is Richard Dun 
of the New York City Fire Department. I'm conducting 
an interview with the following individual: 

PARAMEDIC DAVIS: Kenneth Davis, paramedic, 
Shield No. 3204 of Battalion 22. 

Q. In your own words, could you please tell us 
what happened on the day of September 11th, 2001. 

A. The morning of September 11th, I was going to 
do some volunteer work for Mark Green in Manhattan, and 
we met in Long Island City at the union office. From 
the union office we were going over to the city, a 
bunch of us in a van, and we took the 59th Street 
bridge. As we were driving over the 59th Street 
bridge, just looking out the window, we saw a plane hit 
the World Trade Center, what we thought was a plane, 
and out of disbelief, I was like did anybody else just 
see that? They're like what? I said a plane just hit 
the Trade Center. Everybody was like, oh, yeah, 
right. When they looked, you could see the flames and 
the smoke starting and they're like, wow, it must have 
been one of the little planes. I said, no, it looked 
like a jet. So now everybody was in panic because we 


didn't know, it was a clear day and we figured, well, 
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is it terrorists, is it accidental? It was such a 
clear day, you can avoid it but... 

So we went over to Mark Green's office and we 
got on the phone and called to see where they needed 
us. We figured if something big like that, you'd find 
out where everybody's got to be. They asked us to go 
up to Metropolitan to pick up an ambulance up there and 
whatever equipment they could give us. A bunch of us 
shot up there in a van. From there we went down the 
FDR Drive towards the Trade Center and there were just 
thousands of people running towards you on the FDR. It 
was surreal. 

So we got down to South Street, to the ferry 
terminal, and set up a triage station. There was a 
doctor there, an anesthesiologist, I believe Mark Heath 
was his name. I know he shot a lot of video on his 
digital camera while he was there also. I helped him 


set up triage in an area upstairs in the ferry 


terminal. 

Q. Were you receiving a lot of patients at this 
time? 

A. Not what we were expecting because a lot of 


people were just getting out of there. 


Q. Running by you. 
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A. Just running. Basically, you saw people that 
were wounded and you were grabbing them because they 
were in such a state of shock that they didn't know 
what was going on any more than you did and they just 
wanted to get out of there. Some people, as you were 
grabbing them, they didn't want to sit still for 
anything, so you were just grabbing their clothes and 
using their clothing as bandages and just say okay, 
fine, hold this and keep going, you know, don't go back 
that way. I saw some patients at the ferry, and the 
building had already collapsed, the first tower, so we 
went down, a couple of us, to the site to see if we 
could help down there, and it was just sheer madness. 
You couldn't see anything with all the dust in the air. 

Q. Did the first building go down yet? 

A. Yes, the first building had already come 
down. 

Q. Okay. 

A. What made it really bad was just trying to 
breathe. It's not fog, it's ash, and you could only 
see so far. But, literally, we didn't have masks yet 
or anything because we just were there. We found 
bottled water or whatever and cracked hydrants. You 


were just scooping water into your mouth and spitting 
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mud out and people were running by you and they're 
running in every direction because they didn't know 


which way to go. 


Q. Was there a lot of chaos and confusion? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you see any officers from the service? 
A. There were police officers everywhere, 


firemen everywhere, apparatus all over the place. It 
was kind of like a discotheque, the easiest way to 
describe it, the lights from the trucks and the fog 
machines, that's how it looked, and people screaming 
and just running and you're tripping over each other. 

Q. So did you leave your vehicle at the South 
Street Seaport? 

A. We were transported up. They had taken a 
couple of patients to the hospital. 

Q. Which one? Beekman? 

A. I believe Beekman. So we hopped a ride up 


and jumped down from there and ran up there. 


Q. And went on foot? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So at this time you had no longer -- 

A. I no longer had a vehicle. But they were 


everywhere. Some were crushed already, melted 
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looking. But they were everywhere. The keys were in 
them. You could get in if you needed it and go. But 
it was a mess, going through the ashes, some places a 
foot thick, two feet thick. 

Q. This is still the first building? 

A. Yes. The second building had just started to 
come down and you could feel the rumble in the ground, 
and we were like, it can't be the train because you 
know it's not running. So we all started to run down 
the street and the building had come down. 

Q. Which way did you run? 

A. Honestly, I don't remember which street I was 
on. It was just, like I said, it was chaos, and 
running down the block I had tripped and fallen and my 
left Knee blew out and I fell on it and I was in a lot 
of pain. I was just holding it and a fireman and a 
police officer grabbed me and dragged me up the 
street. But meanwhile, while I was laying there, I 
reached down to see what I had fell over and it was 
somebody's lower leg that had apparently got blown off 
them in the explosion. So that was pretty sick to say 
the least. 

I got up the street, got some tape from one 


of the firemen up at the corner that had some supplies, 
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I taped up my knee and I kept working. Again, it was 
just trying to get people out of there, get them to 
different hospitals and whatever. 


Q. Did you see any EMS officers that you 


recognized? 
A. At Ground Zero you'd see so many people. 
Q. Do you remember in what location around 


Ground Zero? 

A. Over on the side of -- well, I saw some 
people by Trinity Church. 

Q. So that's down here. Trinity is down this 
way . 

A. Then over on the other side by City Hall. 

Q. City Hall is over this way. 

A. Yes. They were setting up in a building. 
They were starting to set up inside one of the 
buildings over there. 

Q. So you were more on -- 

A. On this side, yes. 

Q. The east side; you were on the east side? 

A. Right. The eastern side, yes. 

Q. Okay. 

A. It was on Broadway, I believe, a building on 


Broadway. They were setting up inside the building 
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that they wanted to get patients in there and that 
building started to tremble a little. So they said, 
hey, let's get out of here, too. So everything we had 
just brought in there we started handing back and forth 
like a big convoy, just handing it back and forth to 
each other out of there. Then they were going to set 
up in City Hall Park, and I said you can't, it's 
outside, you can't have patients in all this soot, you 
can't breathe. So then they were moving them down to 
another building over that way and I said, well, they 
had enough people there. My knee is really hurting. I 
said, if something else collapses, I'm not going to be 
able to run, so let me get back down to the ferry 
terminal and help there. So that's when I went back to 
the ferry terminal. 

Q. That was South Ferry? 

A. Right. 

Q. Because they had (inaudible)? 

A. Yes. This is Whitehall Street, whatever it 
is. 

Q. South Ferry. 

A. So we were over there and we had the triage 
set upstairs, and basically it was just a lot of bumps 


and bruises that we were seeing because a lot of people 
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were just getting on boats and ferry boats and leaving 
and they had barges that pulled up, people just got on 
them to get them out of the city, to get them over to 
Brooklyn or to Jersey, wherever they took them. But it 
was a lot of bumps and bruises, a few broken bones, 
gashes, cuts. It was not as many patients as we really 
thought we were going to see. 

Q. Did you see anybody that were missing that 
you know of? 

A. Not that I know of. I know people that are 
missing or have been declared dead and I know of them. 
I don't recall if I saw them or not that morning 
because some of them I was close to, I honestly don't 
remember if I saw them that morning or if I'm just 
remembering them in my head because I saw lots of 
people there. It's just crazy. It was craziness. 
You'd hear the alarms from some of the firemen's Scott 
packs going off. 

Q. Did you have a radio that day? 

A. No. I didn't have radios they give out, and 
if you had one, you couldn't get through to anybody 
because everybody was screaming. 

Q. That was the thing, because they're trying to 


clarify, people who had radios, were they able to 
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communicate? 

A. I don't think so. Like every fireman that I 
was around that had one -- 

Q. Mayday Mayday. 

A. It was all Maydays, it was guys yelling we're 
over here, we're over there, we got one here. It was 
nuts. The police that were down there were really -- 
they were phenomenal. They were just grabbing stuff 
and helping everybody. The firemen, they're used to 
doing the disaster stuff, but it was just so 
overwhelming. But the police were really -- they were 
a lot of help. I would say, hey, can you grab this and 
they were like yeah. It was really good. 

Q. So about what time did you wrap up? 

A. Well, I went back to the ferry terminal after 
I got hurt and I stayed there until almost 11:00 
o'clock that night before they told me it's now time 
for me to go to the hospital. I would have stayed. I 
guess the adrenaline keeps you going. 

Q. Did you go to the hospital? 

A. Yes. I ended up going on the ferry over to 
Staten Island to St. Vincent's. They x-rayed me, 
medicated me and all, and I went home. Since then I've 


had to have surgery on my leg. 
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But it was pretty intense over there. I know 
guys that were looking for their ambulances when they 
went back, they weren't there. Somebody could have 
just used it or whatever. But it was weird. You'd go 
down the street and see parts of an airplane, the 
wheels, that were in the middle of an intersection in 
one corner and it's part of a plane. You don't expect 
to see that in Manhattan. 

LIEUTENANT DUN: Okay. This concludes the 
interview with Kenneth Davis. The time now is 1550 


hours. 


